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Alcoholism, Alcohol Abuse, and Health
As detailed in Chapter 2, an estimated 13 million people in the Ur States misuse alcohol, and about 50,000 to 200,000 die each year of alec related illness, accidents, and violence. Alcohol contributes to pancrea brain and liver damage, several types of cancer, cardiac myopathy, physical and mental abnormalities in the children of alcoholic women, haps half of the 55,000 motor vehicle deaths each year and 10 to 30 pei of vehicular injuries are related to alcohol. There also are injuries J fires, other accidents, and violence. The total direct and indirect cos alcohol abuse have been estimated to be $43 billion for 1975.* Be^ these are such costs as family disruption that are even more difficu quantitate (National Institute on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse, 197
There has been a worldwide trend toward increased per capita sumption of alcohol and a parallel increase in the use of other m modifying substances. These trends, coupled with a shift in lifestyle makes it more likely that an individual will drink at times of signif demand on psychomotor and cognitive skills, suggest a need for ti: research on the use of alcohol and the effects of that use (Straus, 198
Recognition of the physical, emotional, and economic costs of alcohc and alcohol abuse led to the establishment in the United States oi National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism in 1971, in pa
There- is not complete agreement on this aggregate cost figure. There are reasons to b that it overestimates some component costs and underestimates others (Institute of Mec i'-WO; Moore and Gerstein, 1981).diazepine binding site sensitivity. Nature 274:383-384, 1978. Toomey, M. Conflict theory approach to decision making applied to alcoholics. J.
